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February 15, 2013 
 
 
Rumney School Board 
Russell Elementary School 
195 School Street 
Rumney, NH  03266 
 
To the Rumney School Board Members: 
 
There are a number of inaccuracies in the October 17, 2012 official meeting minutes related to 
the events which transpired during the public session prior to the Rumney School Board 
(“Board”) going into nonpublic session.  
 
Below is a synopsis of the public session at the onset of the Board meeting on October 17, 
2012, that reveals BOTH sides of the story based on our digitally recorded transcript of the 
meeting. 
 
At approximately 5:30 pm, a quorum of the Board assembled and a public Board meeting was 
initiated by Mrs. Sobetzer.  Mrs. Sobetzer informed Mr. and Mrs. Saad that the Board was going 
to go into their nonpublic session and they would need to leave.  The minutes failed to reflect 
that Mr. David Saad made numerous attempts to have the Board state, as required by RSA 91-
A, the specific reason for the non-public session prior to the Board entering into the non-public 
session.  To this endeavor the following occurred:  Mr. David Saad asked the Board to state the 
reason for entering into the non-public session.  Mrs. Sobetzer cited “personnel, and legal 
issues.”  Mr. Saad’s response was interrupted by Mrs. Sobetzer who replied, “That’s as far as we 
can go with our non-public, sir.”   Mr. Saad asked for the specific determination for the non-
public session.  Mrs. Sobetzer’s response was “We go into non-public every month.  It is an 
opportunity for our administrative staff to update the Board on items that we need to discuss.”  
Mr. Saad attempted to make an additional inquiry, but was interrupted by Mrs. Sobetzer who 
stated “And so we’re going into non-public, we do this every month”.  Mr. Helgersen told Mr. 
and Mrs. Saad they had to leave now, according to the law.  Mr. Saad stated according to the 
law, the Board has to be specific about their reason for non-public.  Mrs. Sobetzer once again 
cited “personnel” and “legal” matters as the reason.   Mr. Saad then stated “I want to make you 
aware of something before you go into non-public session and that is any discussions that you 
have in non-public session relating to the litigation that is pending between the school district 
and myself is not to be done in non-public session.  The Board, in my opinion, has been in 
violation of the Right to Know law ever since this activity began.”  Mrs. Sobetzer replied “if you 
would like to talk to us, you’re attorney needs to talk to our attorney”.  Mr. Helgerson told Mrs. 
Saad she could not tape the meeting.   Mrs. Saad responded that it was a public meeting.  Mr. 
Helgerson asserted that this was a non-public session and that he was going to call the police. 
Mr. Helgerson left the room to call the Rumney Police Department.   
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Mr. Saad was interrupted numerous times by Mrs. Sobetzer and Mr. Thibodeau.  Mrs. Sobetzer 
repeatedly asked Mr. and Mrs. Saad to leave.  Mrs. Sobetzer stated “You may be here, but you 
may not talk to us about anything concerning the mediation and the legal issues”.  Mr. Saad 
stated that he was not here to talk about the legal issues but was there to talk about the Board 
going into a non-public session in violation of the right to know law.   Mr. Saad stated “you have 
not gone into non-public session, you have not made a valid motion to go into non-public 
session, I did not hear anybody vote on the motion, and I am trying to make a point ahead of 
time that you mentioned that you were gonna be discussing this legal matter and I’m just trying 
to give you notice ahead of time, that doing so and discussing this matter in non-public session 
is in violation of the right to know law.  Now I’m gonna leave, but if you want to continue to do 
that and violate the right to know law, then, that’s just another matter that has to be addressed 
later on.  I was simply trying to bring it to your attention.” 
 
Having made their point, Mr. and Mrs. Saad left the room and were waiting in the hallway.  
Officer Hill from the Rumney Police Department arrived and met with Mr. and Mrs. Saad in the 
hallway.  
 
The official Board meeting minutes then state “The board went into non-public session when 
Mrs. Sobetzer motioned to enter into nonpublic session at 5:43pm.  Thibodeau seconded. All 
who were present were in favor.”  Please note that the Board did not state the specific reason,  
or take a roll call vote as required by RSA 91-A:3 for entering a nonpublic meeting. 
 
Thus, while the Board claims it was in a nonpublic meeting and demanded that we leave the 
room, the official Board minutes substantiates the fact that the Board was in a public meeting.  
As such, the Board violated RSA 91-A by calling the police to force our removal from a public 
meeting.   The police report is attached. 
 
We did not attend the meeting to discuss the pending litigation with the board.  Our intention 
was to have public access to proceedings which, to that date, had been routinely conducted in 
nonpublic sessions which is a violation of RSA 91-A.  Instead of the Board attempting to correct 
this violation of RSA 91-A, the Board continued to violate the law by deliberating in a nonpublic 
session the pending litigation filed by the Rumney School District. 
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I request that this letter be recorded in the public record along with the official minutes of the 
10/17/2012 Board meeting, so readers will have a balanced and more accurate account of the 
dialogue during the meeting. 
 
Also attached is a copy of our original request provided to the Board on 10/17/12 which states 
that all deliberations related to litigations filed by the Rumney School District must be held in  
public meetings, as required by RSA 91-A. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
David L. Saad 
Elise M. Saad 
PO Box 396 
Rumney, NH 03266 
 
Cc: Mark J. Halloran – Superintendent of Schools - SAU #48 
      Dr. Ethel Gaides - Assistant Superintendent - SAU #48 
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