
 
August 6, 2012 
 
To:  Rumney Selectmen 
 
From: David and Elise Saad (Property Owners/Trustees of 184 Wheeler Lane (Tax Map 13-5-1)) 
 
Re: False Claims made by Rumney School Board as stated in the Petition for Declaratory Judgement 
 
As you know, there is a current legal dispute between the Rumney School Board and David and Elise 
Saad.   I am not here to discuss the specifics of the legal dispute.  The legal dispute will be resolved by 
the court. 
 
On 6/15/11, I presented the school board with plans to upgrade my right of way which crosses school 
property. 
 
Since then, the School Board has presented the Selectmen with various correspondence including copies 
of the following documents. 
 

 Survey of School Property (Tax map 13-5-2) Revised 11/07/11 

 Petition for Declaratory Judgement – Rumney School District v.  David and Elise Saad 
 

I would like to identify several false claims made by the School Board which are noted in the documents 
provided to the Town of Rumney. 
  
The copy of the school property survey shows both a Field Road and a “12 foot wide right-of-way as 
staked by Rumney School Board”.  The Field Road appears to be the existing right of way to 184 Wheeler 
Lane (Saad property).  The 12 foot wide right-of-way as staked by the Rumney School Board is not a legal 
right-of-way.  It is only a ‘proposed’ right-of-way.  
 
On 7/13/12, I received a Petition for Declaratory Judgement filed with the Grafton County Superior 
Court by the Rumney School District.  Within the Petition are the following false statements: 
 

What the School Board claims: The Saads response to the FALSE claims: 

07/13/12: Petition for Declaratory Judgement 
states: 
 
B) The Saad Right of Way is approximately eight 
feet (8') in width and has existed since 1870  
… The right of way was not specified as to location 
or width, … 

The school board, supported by the property 
survey, accurately states “the right of way was not 
specified as to location or width”.  As such, to state 
that the width is approximately 8 feet is false.  The 
width cannot be BOTH undefined and also 
approximately 8 feet. 

07/13/12: Petition for Declaratory Judgement 
states: 
 
C) The Saad Premises remained largely 
undeveloped and were used as a hay field until a 
seasonal dwelling was constructed thereon  
several decades ago.  

The dwelling constructed is not seasonal.  It is 
equipped to support inhabitants year round and 
was constructed around 1972.  The home is 
insulated, with well, septic, complete living, 
cooking, and sanitation facilities.  It includes a full 
poured concrete basement, electric, cable, phone, 
heating system and stove which uses propane. 



 
The ·cart path" has evolved through usage to a 
location adjacent to the baseball and soccer fields 
of the Russell Elementary School 
 
 
 
and the 'cart path" was used for a seasonal access 
largely during times when the Russell Elementary 
School was not in session.  
 
 
 
 
 
Moreover, Mr. & Mrs. Saad have expressed an 
interest in constructing a second residential 
dwelling on the Saad Premises, the construction 
of which and traffic resulting therefrom being 
believed to be such as to greatly increase the 
traffic flow of construction and other  
vehicles over and across the eight foot (8') wide 
existing right of way. 

 
There is no evidence that the cart path has ‘evolved 
through usage to a location adjacent to the fields’.  
Current evidence, supported by the property 
survey, shows that the current path is where it has 
been all along. 
 
Since the Rumney Elementary School is in summer 
session at various times throughout the summer, 
they cannot claim that the ROW was used for 
access to a summer camp and then ALSO claim it 
was used when the school was not in session.  That 
would preclude access even during much of the 
summer. 
 
Regarding the construction of a second home.  We 
have clearly dispelled this false claim on the 
following two separate occasions: 1) during the 
planning board meeting on 7/26/11 and 2) my 
email to the school board’s attorney dated 
6/25/12.  Since there is no second home currently 
planned there is no increase in traffic flow. 
 
Again, since the ROW width is undefined they are 
falsely claiming it is 8 ft wide. 

 
In summary, these false claims are now part of a Petition filed with the Grafton Superior Court and 
signed by Kathryn A. Sobetzer acknowledging that the statements contained herein are true to the best 
of her knowledge and belief. 
 
I request that this letter be recorded in the public record and also be attached to the Petition for 
Declaratory Judgement on file with the town of Rumney.  By doing so, anyone reviewing these 
documents will have a more accurate understanding of the legal dispute which is burdening the 
taxpayers of Rumney. 
 
Regards, 
 
David Saad 
PO Box 396 
Rumney, NH 03266 


